
Re-opening Schools 
The “Safe Weber Way”

Welcome Back!!
We are excited to have our schools open and 
students back in class. Weber School District takes 
the health and wellness of all students and staff 
seriously. We hope to keep our schools open and 
kids in class. With effort from all of us, we know this 
can happen.This training will educate parents, 
families,  and students on our efforts to reduce risk 
to the greatest extent possible! 
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Thank You!

We want to thank parents and families for the 
support shown during the soft closure of schools in 
the Spring. We will work together with families to 
provide the best learning experience for our 
students beginning in the fall. 
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Guidance for Safe weber Framework

Weber School District will always follow state and 
local health department requirements. Our Safe 
Weber Framework is based on requirements and 
guidelines from the  CDC, USBE, state and local  
health dept.
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Key Considerations
+ We will adapt how we run schools in order to mitigate the spread of 

the virus. 
+ We also need to consider other important aspects of education, 

such as mental health, equity, and learning outcomes.
+ Our scientific understanding of the virus should guide the ways that 

mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 
+ No guidance can deal with every situation, so we will discuss a 

framework to combine guidance with science-based judgements 
(our framework is included later).
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Parents can reinforce health hygiene practices to Reduce 
the spread of Covid-19 

-Remind your child to wash their hands with soap and water 
for at least 20 seconds regularly
-If soap and water aren’t available, use hand sanitizer and 
rub it in until dry
-Remind them to not touch their face 
-Remind them to sneeze and cough into their sleeve
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Keep your child home if they have symptoms of COVID-19, 
which include:

-Fever 100.4 F or higher
-Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
-Sore throat
-Muscle aches and pains
-Cough (not related to asthma)
-New loss of sense of taste or smell
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Parent Infographic

When to Keep Children Home
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Top Three Mitigating Practices

We know from experts that the following practices are vital 
to slowing the spread of COVID-19.  Please continue to 
emphasize these strategies with your child(ren).
● Hand hygiene
● Physical distancing
● Wearing of face coverings
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In order to reduce the spread of the virus 
further. . . 
We are asking teachers to consider the following 
mitigation practices-

12



School Mitigation 
Parents and families we want you to know that each  teacher has been asked to 
create a classroom mitigation plan based on these 7 situational characteristics-
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Teacher’s will consider this mitigation strategy 
when creating their classroom mitigation plan
We have learned from experts that directed movement reduces the 
risk of spread as compared to undirected movement. Teachers will 
reflect on their classroom to determine 1) if there are times where 
there tends to be undirected movement; and, 2) what routines or 
protocols they can put in place to direct that movement--hence, 
reduce the risk of spread.
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Teachers will consider this mitigation strategy 
when creating their classroom mitigation plan
We have learned from experts that the risk of spread is increased 
when people remain in relatively close proximity for periods of 
greater than 15 minutes. Teachers will  reflect upon their classroom 
practices and eliminate groupings that are greater than 15 minutes 
(and/or increase spacing).
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Teachers will consider this mitigation strategy 
when creating their classroom mitigation plan
We have learned that social distancing is an essential component 
in controlling the spread of the virus. Teachers will consider the 
following: Have I utilized all of the space available in my room? Can 
I remove any non-essential items in my classroom in order to 
maximize space to distance students? 
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Teachers Efforts To Seat/Group Students in The Best Way Possible, 
Maximizing Space and Reducing Time That Students Are Closer In Space

We have learned from experts that when people are gathered 
together in smaller groups, there is a higher risk of spread. 
Teachers will reflect on times when they may bring students 
together in smaller group work. Teachers will consider how 
might they mitigate risk by 1) reducing the amount of times 
students are together in small groups; and, 2) creating more 
space between students within their group?
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Teachers Efforts to Mitigate Risk in Regard to Respiratory Output

We have learned from experts that respiratory output influences the 
risk of spread.  For example, when respiratory output is normal, the 
risk is lower.  As respiratory output increases, so does the risk of 
spread. Teachers will reflect upon moments in their classroom 
where respiratory output (e.g., reading aloud to the class, physical 
activity requiring exertion, singing, etc.) may cause respiratory 
output to increase.  They will consider how they could mitigate risk 
of spread by 1) use of facial coverings to reduce respiratory 
droplets from spreading; or, 2) moving outdoors or to a larger 
space, etc.
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Teachers Efforts to Mitigate Risk in Regard to Touch
We have learned that sharing items and repeated touching of 
surfaces is conducive to higher risk of spreading the virus. 
Teachers will reflect how they might 1)limit the sharing of materials 
and objects as much as possible; 2) ensure regular cleaning of any 
shared materials or objects; 3) prop doors open to prevent frequent 
touch of doorknob; assign seats to reduce cleaning of desks, etc. 
caused by random seating; and, 3) regular cleaning of frequently 
touched surface areas.
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Teachers Efforts to Mitigate Spread in Regards to Congestion

We have learned from experts that there is more risk of spread in 
congested areas. Teachers will reflect on strategies to minimize congestion 
in areas of entry/exit or movement inside of their classroom. 

Additional ways to help isolate exposure, mitigate spread 
and assist with contact tracing, teachers will implement-

● Seating charts in class
● Assigned seating at lunch (elementary)
● Assigned seating on the bus by family and bus 

stop

28



Weber School District Mask Mandate
Utah State Public Health Order states “Each individual, including 
an employee, student, or visitor, on school property or on a 
school bus shall wear a face covering.”  
“Face covering” includes a cloth mask that covers the nose and 
mouth without openings that can be seen through, a face shield, 
or similar covering that covers the nose and mouth. 

See Weber District Wearing Masks in School Handout
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We’re Ready-
★ Weber School District  has developed our 

Safe Weber Framework

★ Each School has developed a  School Wide 
Action Plan

★ Each classroom teacher has developed a 
Classroom Mitigation Plan based on the 7 
characteristics of a situation. 
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We’re Ready Video

We’re Ready!


